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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. SMB 20959 

Cleveland, OH 44114-2518 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents _ ^/\nnn HrPFTN >» 9 

Washington, D.C. 20231 H))^ T C j 

Dear Sir: l| m 8 1 ?C r ? 5 ^0 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .5tt^iaZ.I1 J&^^awahMPCP § 609, Applicant 
submits herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement concerning art of which 
the Applicant is aware. 

Under § 1.98(a)(3), no concise explanation of relevance is required for 
information that is in the English language. Accordingly, the enclosed patents require 
no further explanation (or no translation is available)! 

It is respectfully requested that the attached documents be considered and officially . 
cited in examination of this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that 
any patent, publication or other information referred to herein or submitted herewith is "prior 
art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that 
no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b) exists. 

Under §1 .97(b)(1), this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three 

months of the filing date of the application and/or before the mailing of a first Office Action. 



Although it is believed no fee is necessary, any deficiency in fees should be charges to 
Deposit Account No. 06-0308. 
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Freeman et al. 


4,027,192 


05/31/77 


Hanak 


5,200,277 


04/06/93 


Nakayama et al 


5,003,221 


03/26/91 


Shimuzu 


5,500,103 


3/19/96 


Katou et al. 


5,965,192 


10/12/99 


Potter 


5,505,986 


04/09/96 


Velthaus et al. 


6,090,434 


07/18/00 


Sugiura et al. 


4,389,295 


06/21/83 


Davey et al. 


6,254,740 B1 


07/03/01 


Kato et al. 


4,675,092 


06/23/87 


Baird et al. 


US 2001/0043043 A1 


11/22/01 


Aoyama et al. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, 
MINNICH & McKEE, LLP 




James W. McKee 
Reg. No. 26,482 
Brian G. Bembenick 
Reg. No. 41,463 
Customer No.: 027885 
1100 Superior Avenue, Seventh Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518 
(216)861-5582 
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"Express Mail" Mailing Label Number 
I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure statement in connection with the above identified U.S. Patent 
Application is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 on the ^tete indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washjn^t^in, DrC. 20231 on — /O I ' — O) 




